
Grace O. Furrow descendant of Eli Eisenhart of the York County Eisenhart Branch 

Eli was the great grandson of the immigrant Conrad Eisenhart of York County, PA.  Grace Furrow was 

Eli's granddaughter from his daughter Alice Louisa Eisenhart Furrow.  While much can be said about Eli 

and his interesting life and adventures, this story focuses on the life and accomplishments of Grace. 

Alice Louisa Eisenhart, married William Henry Furrow, and their first child, daughter Grace O. Furrow, 

was born in 1882. 

Grace was pretty remarkable considering she was born on a small family farm in tiny Horton Iowa.  She 

attended the University of Northern Iowa, Class of '07, then went on to study at the prestigious Oberlin 

(Ohio) Conservatory of Music.  She was a music teacher for much of her life, and after the family left 

Iowa to become fruit farmers in equally tiny Hood River Oregon about 1911, Grace designed a piano 

music stand which received a patent from the US Patent Office (see attached) where she is listed as the 

inventor--the application was witnessed by her father W. H. Furrow and her brother Ray. 

In 1920 she was living in Washington DC where she was a "government scientist".  She was also a 

researcher in "cereal plant diseases" at the University of Chicago which made note of her work in a 

scientific journal called Mycologia (devoted to the study of fungal diseases). 

Her parents both died in the 1920s and by 1930 she was back in Hood River teaching music again. She is 

listed as having written a book about science for general audiences in 1948.   

Sometime after 1948 it is reported that she died in New York but records have not yet been found to 

confirm this. 

Anyone knowing what happened to our Grace O. Furrow please let us know. 
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